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3.3 LANDING

a. The rotation vents should be used to orient the basket 
so that a long side is at a right angle to the direction of travel.  

b. When horizontal landing speed is expected,passengers 
should be made aware that the basket may tip forward and 
they should take a lower than normal landing position to avoid 
being thrown forwards out of the basket

c. Just prior to touchdown, the vertical speed of the descent 
should be minimized with the use of the burner. The pilot lights 
and main burners must be extinguished before ground contact 
is made.

d. The parachute vent may be fully opened at the pilot’s 
discretion during the landing operation.  For defl ation, tension 
should be maintained on the vent rope until the envelope is fully 
defl ated.  Note:  Elongation of the envelope will occur during 
the defl ation and the vent panel will reseal itself unless the pilot 
continues to hold the vent rope until the balloon is completely 
empty.

e. On balloons fi tted with a combination parachute/rip 
defl ation system either system may be used during the landing 
at the pilots discretion.    The breaking of the locks should be 
started before ground contact is made during a windy landing 
to ensure the balloon will not drag too far before emptying.  
It is recommended that the complete length of the touch tape 
closure is opened at least once during every twenty hours of 
fl ight. to ensure it does not become too fi rmly bound through 
constant pressure caused by folding and packing in the bag.

f. Before the balloon is packed away, the touch tape rip 
panel should be resealed as described in 3.1 d. ASSEMBLY.

g. Ensure all fuel tank valves are closed and that fuel 
pressure is released from all parts of the system.
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4.2 MAIN BURNER FAILURE

a. In the event of a main burner failure, several options are 
available to the pilot.  If a double unit is being used and one burner 
fails, fly on the alternative unit and land as soon as possible.  If both 
burners malfunction, or if the burner is a single unit, use liquid fire.  
If this doesn't work, check that the tanks connected to the burner 
are not empty, make sure that they are properly connected and 
turned on.  If there is still no fuel flow, try another tank.  If the fault 
cannot be rectified, prepare for a heavy landing.  Follow the emer-
gency landing procedure.

b. When using a full flight skirt, under some conditions gen-
erally associated with low ambient air densities, (hot weather), a 
flame instability may develop after several seconds of continuous 
burner operation.  This will first be noticed by a change in tone of 
the burner flame to a "swoosh" noise.  If burning is continued, the 
flame may be extinguished completely, however this can generally 
be avoided by terminating the burn at the initial change of sound, 
leaving the blast valve closed for a second or so, and then continu-
ing the burn.  Further occurrence of this phenomenon can be
 avoided by using shorter burn periods.

4.3 EMERGENCY LANDING PROCEDURES

UNPREMEDITATED FAST DESCENTS - To arrest a fast descent, all 
burners can be used simultaneously and may, if necessary, be used 
continuously until the maximum envelope temperature is reached.  
During extreme circumstances, this course of action can be repeated, as 
the temperature may stabilise and show a lower reading after a short 
pause between burns.  If the descent cannot be slowed to an acceptable 
rate before ground contact is made, prepare for an emergency landing.

EMERGENCY LANDING - All passengers should be briefed to brace 
themselves, face forward with knees slightly bent, watch the progress 
of the landing and hold onto the internal basket handles.  
Pilot lights and the main burner must be extinguished prior to con-
tact with the ground. The pilot should  alert passengers to imminent 
ground contact.  
Prior to touch down, any emergency ballast can be removed from the 
basket if this can be done without injuring persons on the ground.  
Before ground contact is made the passengers should be reminded not 
to leave the basket until instructed to do so.
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