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KAVANAGH BALLOONS SERVICE BULLETIN KAV-SB-007
CONTROL LINE DEFECTS

1.	 General
a.	 Revision 1 Date: 29/09/2025

b.	 Description: Control line defects

c.	 Applicability: All Kavanagh Balloons models on TCs - VL501 to VL507 and CTA 148-2

B Type: B-77, B-105, B-350, B-400, B-425
C Type: C-56, C-65, C-77
D Type: D-77, D-84, D-90, D-105
E Type: E-120, E-140, E-160, E-180, E-200, E-210, E-240, E-260, E-300
EX Type: EX-60, EX-65, EX-70, EX-77, EX-90
G Type: G-450, G-525

d.	 Effectivity: All models in service that have had a manufacture date later than June 2019 
or have had a new deflation system control line installed after June 2019.

2.	 Background
Defects in deflation system control lines have been reported with lumps (Fig1) forming in the 
red, white and red/white ropes.  

In severe cases, the core of the rope has haemorrhaged through the sheath (fig2).

Investigation with the rope manufacturer has determined that the sheath (Polyester) appears 
to be shrinking relative to the more dimensionally stable core (Vectran).  A reduction sheath 
length causes the core to bunch up and form lumps. 
 
In most cases these lumps are small and present no operational risk however a few severe 
cases have shown the core haemorrhaged through the sheath and presented a risk of jamming 
at the control line pulleys.

The following part number / stock number combinations have been identified as potentially 
having this issue.

KP2706 - Red 8mm vectran core Stock : V-156 & Y-138
KP2707 - White 8mm vectran core Stock : V-155 & Y-139
KP2708 - Red/White 8mm vectran core Stock : V-157 & Y-140

The white KP2707 and red KP2706 seem the be main issue although occasional lumps have 
been found in the red/white KP2708 too.  It is noted that the sheath on the KP2708 is a 
different braiding pattern and may explain why this rope is showing less defects.

3.	 Compliance
Prior to next flight.  Allow a minimum of 15 minutes for inspection during cold inflation of the 
balloon.

Fig1.  Lumps Fig1.  Haemorrhage
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4.	 Consequences 
Control lines may jam at or fail to pass through a pulley preventing correct operation of the 
deflation system.

5.	 Accomplishment instructions
Inspection and rectification as per Kavanagh Balloons Service Letter KSL225-02 Revision 1 or 
later.

This document calls for a visual inspection by the pilot or operator appointed personnel prior to 
the next flight.

Schedule rectification as per KSL225-02 if required and schedule repeat inspections every 30 
days as per KSL225-02 if required.

Reporting of defects and rectification actions to Kavanagh Balloons.

6.	 Materials
KP2706 - Red 8mm vectran core
KP2707 - White 8mm vectran core
KP2708 - Red/White 8mm vectran

Replacement parts may be from the affected batches as investigations and testing continue with 
the rope manufacturer.  Control lines in new balloons or supplied as spare parts will have had a 
length of core extracted and the sheath smoothed out to reduce the chance of defects occurring. 

7.	 Other publications affected
None

8.	 Mass (Weight)/Balance
No change

9.	 Maintenance and operating instructions
Kavanagh Balloons Service letter KSL225-02 has required information for inspection and 
rectification.

10.	 Additional information
For any questions concerning the technical content of this Service Bulletin, please contact:

Kavanagh Balloons Australia Pty. Ltd
10 Marina Close
Mount Kuring-Gai
NSW, 2080 Australia
email: sales@kavanaghballoons.com.au
Phone: +61-2-9457 8060

11.	 Reporting
To assist in tracking this issue, Kavanagh Balloons have an online reporting form that should be 
filled out after the initial inspection.  Please use this form to report even if no defects are found.

https://www.kavanaghballoons.com.au/kav-sb-007-reporting 
 
Major defect reporting to CASA is required where the control lines are unserviceable. 
 
Compiled by Sean Kavanagh

29th September 2025


